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Your Ward Councillors 
 
Brandon 
John Grantham Tel: 0191 3782631 
Sarah Leckenby Tel: 07794604669 
Brian Nelson Tel: 0191 3783147 
John Turnbull Tel: 0191 3780408 
 
Esh Winning & Waterhouses 
Jean Chaplow Tel: 0191 3730028 
Derek Graham Tel: 0191 3734147 
Barry Sims Tel: 0191 3734576 
Cecilia Wharton Tel: 0191 3730643 
 
Langley Moor  
Sylvia Akins Tel: 0191 3784369 
Nick Rippin  Tel: 07718145780 
Jill Rodgers Tel: 0191 3784668 
 
Meadowfield & Browney 
Thomas Akins Tel:  0191 3784369 
Susan Nelson Tel:  0191 3783147 
Paul Taylor Tel:  0191 3780951 
 
New Brancepeth 
David Bell Tel:  0191 3406086 
Anne Bonner  Tel:  07770164686 
Derek Jones Tel:  0191 3731631 
 
Ushaw Moor & Broompark 
David Clegg Tel: 07966870021 
Pauline Gates Tel:  0191 3739290 
Jimmy Jamieson Tel: 0191 3732440 
Phil Stoddart Tel:  0191 3736698 
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Past Chair’s Charity Evening 
 
Councillor Thomas Akins would like to express his sincere 
thanks to those who supported 
his charity evening on Saturday 
28th March at Browney WMC. 
The evening was a great 
success and raised £1,300 
towards the rebuild of  St.John’s 
Hall in Meadowfield. Cllr Akins 
presented the cheque to Lesley 
Baxter and Shirley Kidd at the 
Council’s AGM on Friday 15th 
May 2015. 

 

New Parish Council Chairman 
 

At the Parish Council’s AGM on Friday 15th May Councillor 
Cecilia Wharton was elected as 
Chairman of the Parish Council 
for the coming year. Councillor 
Wharton was elected to the 
council in May 2012 as a 
member for Esh Winning & 
Waterhouses Ward. A former 
Mayoress of Durham, she has 
lived in Waterhouses most of 
her life and is a respected and 
well known member of the local 

community. She is a member of Deerness Seniors 
Association, Esh Winning Residents Association and has   
been a member of Waterhouses W.I. for 30 years. Cllr. 
Wharton is also on the Board of Trustees of Durham 
Federation of W.I’s and served as Chairman of the Federation 
from 2011 to 2014. Cllr Wharton will be supported by her 
husband, George throughout her term of office. Councillor 
Akins, the former Chairman presented the Chain of Office to 
Councillor Wharton at the Council’s AGM. 
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Mid Durham AAP  
 
Over the past two years the Mid Durham AAP has delivered 
three of its four forum events in a unique way compared to the  
other AAPs within County Durham. The Board took a bold,  
but calculated decision, to deliver in partnership with the Mid 
Durham Parish Councils a number of village based, ‘surgery style’ 
drop ins. Feedback from 938 residents over the two years saw the 
creation of 16 village action plans which were drawn up and jointly 
owned by the AAP, County Councillors, Parish Councils and  
village residents. This year it is proposed that representatives from 
the AAP staff team, the AAP Board and the Parish Council attend 
meetings of existing groups and committees across the Mid 
Durham area during June and July to highlight and discuss the  
following areas: 
• Update on the progress of the Village Action Plans  
• Identify any other village underlying issues 
• See whether the group need any further support 
• Promote the work of the AAP and its partners 
•   See how the group can help the AAP to deliver its key  
 priorities, especially concerning support for older and  
 unemployed residents.  
The following groups have been identified for a visit: 
 

Brandon Parish Council, Brandon  
Partnership, St.Andrew’s  
Methodist Church, Carrside 
Youth Club 

Esh Winning Residents Association, Church 
Committees,Youth Club 

Langley Moor, Meadowfield and 
Browney  

Friends of Langley Moor, 
Churches, Over 60’s, Deric 
Youth Programme 

New Brancepeth  Church, Residents Association, 
Youth Club 

Ushaw Moor & Broompark  Tea on Thursday, 2-4 Club, 
Grove Hall Kids Club, Ushaw 
Moor Action Group Volunteers 

Waterhouses Deerness Seniors, Village Hall 
Committee 
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Directory of Information about Local Services– the 
Council has worked in conjunction with the AAP to produce 
a directory of useful contact details. The directory will  
include telephone numbers for local authority services as 
well as for doctors, dentists, leisure facilities etc.  and will 
include many of the activities taking place within our  
villages. Look out for the directory coming through your door 
in the first few weeks of June.  
 

Synopsis of  Annual Report 
The Parish Council’s Annual Report is published in June 
and provides a review of the Council’s work throughout 
2014/15. Copies of the report will be available at locations 
around the parish including Brandon & Esh Winning  
libraries, Brandon Community Centre, The Orchards, 
Langley Moor Post Office, New Brancepeth Village Hall, 
Ushaw Moor Post Office, R & B Convenience Stores and 
Waterhouses Village Hall. Copies are also available from 
the Council offices and on the Parish Council  
website. A brief summary of the report is as follows: 

♦ Maintenance of allotment, grazing and garage sites  

♦ Grasscutting programme  

♦ Provision of floral containers 

♦ Various projects with Mid Durham AAP 

♦ Support to local community groups 

♦ Community Highways Worker scheme 

♦ Provision of play equipment 

♦ Schools’ painting competition 

♦ Maintenance of Public Rights of Way 

♦ Funding of CAB outreach sessions 
Summary of Accounts 
Balance at 1.4.14   170,826.37 
Income 2014/15   248,719.12  
                         419,545.49 
Expenditure 2014/15  231,297.20 
Balance 31.3.15   188,248.29 
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Citizens Advice Bureau 
 
The Parish Council has continued to fund the provision of 
the Outreach Service in our villages despite over 100%  
increase in the costs of provision. However the service in Esh 
Winning has had to be reduced to one session per month  
because of the increase. Please see the back of this  
newsletter for details of the sessions as there has been 
changes  to the timetable. 
 

Around the Wards 
Brandon 
Carrside Youth Club are holding ‘The Big Chinwag’ on  
Friday 19th June 2015 at Sycamore Park Community Hall. 
The Chin Wag is an intergenerational event for all ages to  
enable people to talk and share experiences and memories 
between the ages. The event is to run between the hours of 
5pm and 7pm and light refreshments will be available. Over a 
cuppa and a sandwich we are hoping that people who would 
not normally spend time together will meet and share a story 
or two. There will be games available to spark conversation 
and a game of bingo to encourage some healthy competition. 
Remembering John Jeans– an event was held on 26th April 
at the Royal British Legion Club to remember the sacrifice 
made by Private John Jeans from Brandon who died on 2 
June 1915 during the First World War’s ill-fated Gallipoli  
campaign. Young people from Carrside Youth Club worked 
together with the British Legion Club and the Mid Durham 
AAP as part of their Intergenerational project to organise the 
event which was part of “The Last Post” national events to 
mark the centenary of the campaign. 
 
The British Legion Club  are hoping to host the pantomime  
‘Sleeping Beauty’ in December thanks to funding from  
Brandon  and Meadowfield wards. The Club approached the 
Council in February for assistance towards the costs and was 
awarded £250. 
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Esh Winning & Waterhouses 
Esh Winning Youth Club runs two nights a week in Woodland 
Road Communal Hall, Tuesday 4pm-6pm and Wednesday 
4.30pm-6.30pm. Recently the young people have been very  
interested in the Election campaign, participating in sessions  
regarding democracy and governance. Sessions included 
discussions on qualities which make a good leader, and taking 
part in debates. In the Easter holi-
days the young people participated 
in an offsite visit to the bowling alley 
at North Shields. The young people 
planned, organised and devised the 
budget for the activity themselves 
and applied for funding. Once a 
week young people enjoy a "chill out 
session" where they enjoy playing 
board games rather than computer 
games, bingo and healthy eating and cooking. Most  
recently new equipment has been used to make healthy  
Smoothies, the young people all enjoyed devising their own  
recipes. Members of the area wide youth club's planning  
committee are very active and representatives have taken part in 
remembrance ceremonies for World War 1 and are instrumental 
in planning fundraising events and holiday programmes.  
 

Langley Moor and Meadowfield 
Gap site project comes to fruition– following the hard work of 
the Friends of Langley Moor group the new community area on 
the High Street is now complete. The group has worked closely 
with the Parish Council, local County Councillors and the AAP  
over the past year on the project which has seen the  
transformation of the area between the Cod Father fish shop and 
the former Podiatrists. I am sure you will agree the area has 
made a big improvement to the High Street. The group’s AGM will 
be held on 11th June at 7p.m. in the Parish Council offices, so if 
you would like to get involved in improving Langley Moor why not 
go along to the meeting and have your say. 
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St.John’s Church Hall in Meadowfield -Funds are  
continuing to be raised for the rebuild of St.John’s Hall at  
Meadowfield. In addition to the insurance payment, £58,000 
has now been raised with over £8,000 coming from the  
local community. On Saturday 4th July from 12 noon a 
church fayre will be held at St John's Church with craft 
stalls, refreshments, tombola, raffle and much more. On 
Saturday 22nd August from 12 noon at the Footballers club 
Brandon, North East Pet Party will be there with a variety of 
animals, candle making, tombola and refreshments. There 
is a 50p entrance fee and tickets can be bought in advance 
from Lesley Baxter or from the club. On Friday 25th  
September a night of entertainment  will be held at the  
Royal British Legion Club. Music will be provided by the 
band ‘Six Nowt’ who do covers of 70's Mod bands. Tickets 
are £3, again from Lesley or the British Legion. For updates 
see facebook page stjohnshallmeadowfield or contact 
Lesley Baxter on 07846542035 
 

Ushaw Moor & Broompark 
The Chairman of the Council, Cllr Cecilia Wharton,  
officially opened the newly refurbished play area at 
Broompark on 18th May. Local Unitary Councillors, Parish 
Councillors, representatives 
from Mid Durham Area Action 
Partnership and Durham 
County Council also attended 
the event as well as the 
Headteacher, staff and most 
importantly the children from 
Silver Trees Primary School. 
Funding for the £45,000  
project has been sourced from 
local Unitary Councillors, Mid Durham Area Action 
Partnership and Section 106 monies. The area is proving to 
be very popular with families therefore the Council would 
appreciate if car users visiting the site could park at the 
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hard standing car park next to the green porta cabin in the 
adjoining football field. This would prevent any problems 
with cars blocking residents’ drives at nearby Alderdene 
Close. The Parish Council and the residents would  
gratefully appreciate your co-operation. The local  
Councillors hope the community continues to enjoy the new  
facilities at the site. 
 
Silver Trees Sculpture– following the removal of the Silver 
Trees Sculpture at Whitehouse Lane on the advice of the 
original sculptor, the trees will soon be installed at Silver 
Trees Primary School, but on a smaller scale. The sculptor 
has put together a design in conjunction with Mr.Trueman, 
the Headteacher and the Parish Council which will be  
installed in the grounds of the school on the grassed area to 
the front of the main building.   
 
Silver Trees Primary School will soon be taking over the 
Children's Centre building. In the short term there will be  
little change to the operation of the building – child care will 
continue, community groups will still run as will some One 
Point/health services. The school will run activities from the 
building and staff the reception area. This will help to  
develop the identity of the building, not to prohibit wider  
community use. In the medium to long term, the school will 
seek to enhance the offer to the local community and  
welcome discussion with community representatives, 
groups and other professionals as how to best meet the 
needs of the families within the Ushaw Moor community. 
The school’s vision is a 50 week a year facility for Ushaw 
Moor. The school would like to assure you that any changes 
within the next six months or so will be as a result of  
changes by other providers and not the school. If you wish 
to be involved in discussions and put forward your ideas 
please contact the school on 0191 3730622. 
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The Hive – end of a short era—Ushaw Moor Action Group 
will be relinquishing use of the former shop at 5 Station 
Road in Ushaw Moor by the 12th August, so sadly The Hive 
will no longer exist. The premises have been rented from 
the landlord since May 2012. During that time The Hive has 
been a great asset to the village. It has served as a venue 
for a variety of community projects including youth work, 
jobs clubs, toddler groups, kids club and a craft group 
though some of these were moved to The Hut when UMAG 
took it over 2 years ago. A fruit and vegetables shop was 
set up partly as a service to the community and partly to 
generate income to help pay for the cost of running the 
building; this was then superceded by a community cafe in 
October 2013. Unfortunately, despite the conversion of the 
back room to a kitchen and widespread publicity, the cafe 
has had insufficient customers to make it a sustainable  
venture. As a result, together with difficulties in maintaining 
a reliable pool of volunteers to man the cafe, it was decided 
to close the cafe facility as from 14th May. Without  
significant income for use of The Hive, UMAG had no option 
but to terminate tenancy of 5 Station Road and concentrate  
provision for the community at The Hut and the Community 
Garden. In the meantime, the landlord decided that due to 
expansion of his business he required the  upstairs  
accommodation at 5 Station Road and so he has terminated 
UMAG’s tenancy of the upper floor. The upstairs rooms  
accommodated the Handcrafted Project and the Ushaw 
Moor Youth Group. Both projects will be relocated to The 
Hut from June. The Hut will soon have broadband and 
members of the community will still be able to freely use 
computers and access the internet though, initially, this  
service will be limited to Wednesday’s when a Durham  
Community Church team will be offering light refreshments 
and advice. Anyone wishing to make use of The Hive up  
until 12th August is welcome to contact the UMAG  
Treasurer, (Mr) Lyn Bossons, on 07732 982181.   



 

 11 

New Brancepeth 
A second poppy cross was installed at New Brancepeth 
Village Hall on 19th February to mark the commencement of 
the First World War’s Gallipoli 
Campaign. The crosses are  
being installed at venues across 
the Parish to commemorate key 
battle dates . Young people from 
Carrside Youth Club and  
Brandon Partnership have  
created the crosses as part of an  
intergenerational project to mark 
the centenary of World War 1. 
 

PACT Meetings 
 

BRANDON  
2pm in the Co-op Car Park   
23 June 2015, 21 July 2015 
 
BROOMPARK & USHAW MOOR  
6pm in The Hut  
17 June 2015,15 July 2015 
 
ESH WINNING, WATERHOUSES, HAMILTON ROW 
6pm in the Library   
18 June 2015,16 July 2015, 13th August 
 
LANGLEY MOOR & MEADOWFIELD 
1pm in Meadowfield Sports Centre  
24 June 2015, 22 July 2015 
 
NEW BRANCEPETH & ALUM WATERS  
6pm in the Village Hall  
8 June 2015 ,6 July 2015, 3rd August 
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Citizens Advice Bureau Outreach Sessions 

Brandon Community Hall  
11 am-12noon- second Thursday of month 

11 am-12noon- fourth Thursday 
Esh Winning Library 
2-3pm-first Thursday 

New Brancepeth Village Hall 
11am-12noon-first Thursday 

Former Sure Start, Silver Trees School Grounds, 
Ushaw Moor 

11am-12noon-third Thursday 
 

Credit Unions 
Every Tuesday 3p.m.-4p.m. in Esh Winning Library 

Every Wednesday 10a.m.-11a.m in Former Ushaw Moor 
Sure Start , Silver Trees School grounds 

 Every Wednesday 9.30a.m-10.30a.m. St. Andrew’s 
Church, Brandon 

 ‘Dog Pooh ‘ bags available free from the Parish  
Council offices and various locations in the Parish 

 
Clerk to the Council:  Mrs Susan Carmedy 

 Administrative Assistant : Mrs Susan Howe 
6 Goatbeck Terrace 

Langley Moor 
Co Durham 

DH7 8JJ 
Office Hours Monday-Friday 9.30am to 11.30am 

Tel: 0191 3789947 
Fax: 0191 3784076 

Email:  
info@brandonandbyshottlesparishcouncil.gov.uk 
www.brandonandbyshottlesparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
Chairman:  Councillor  Mrs Cecilia Wharton 

This newsletter is also available to view on the council’s website. 


