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Your Ward Councillors 
 
Brandon 
John Grantham Tel: 0191 3782631 
Sarah Leckenby Tel: 07794604669 
Brian Nelson Tel: 0191 3783147 
John Turnbull Tel: 0191 3780408 
 
Esh Winning & Waterhouses 
Jean Chaplow Tel: 0191 3730028 
Derek Graham Tel: 0191 3734147 
Barry Sims Tel: 0191 3734576 
Cecilia Wharton Tel: 0191 3730643 
 
Langley Moor  
Sylvia Akins Tel: 0191 3784369 
Nick Rippin  Tel: 07718145780 
Jill Rodgers Tel: 0191 3784668 
 
Meadowfield & Browney 
Thomas Akins Tel:  0191 3784369 
Susan Nelson Tel:  0191 3783147 
Paul Taylor Tel:  0191 3780951 
 
New Brancepeth 
David Bell Tel:  0191 3406086 
Anne Bonner  Tel:  07497199252 
Derek Jones Tel:  0191 3731631 
 
Ushaw Moor & Broompark 
David Clegg Tel: 07966870021 
Pauline Gates Tel:  0191 3739290 
Jimmy Jamieson Tel: 0191 3732440 
Phil Stoddart Tel:  0191 3736698 
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New Chairman for the Council 
 
Councillor Susan Nelson  was elected as Chairman of the 
Parish Council for the ensuing 
year. Councillor Nelson has been a  
Member of the Council since  2012  
and has been an active member  of 
the community for Meadowfield 
Ward.  Councillor  Nelson’s chosen 
charities are Brandon Carrside 
Youth Club and St.John’s Hall, 
Meadowfield and her charity even-
ing will be held on 25th November 
at the British Legion Club. Former  
Chairman, Cllr Cecilia Wharton,  
presented the Chain of Office to Cllr Nelson at the AGM in 
May. 

 
Past Chairman’s Charity 
 
Councillor Mrs Cecilia Wharton, former Chairman of the 
Council, would like to thank everyone who contributed to her  

chosen charity, Parkinsons 
UK during her year of office. 
Cllr Wharton’s charity evening 
was held in October last year 
and raised £2,073.81 on the 
night.  Cllr Wharton  continued 
her  fundraising during her 
term as Chairman with  
various smaller events to 
reach an amazing total of 
£3,168.81. Councillor   
Wharton presented the 

cheque to Abby Robinson, Regional Fundraiser for the North 
East and Cumbria at the Council offices in April. The proceeds 
will help those affected by Parkinsons in the north east area. 
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Mid Durham AAP  
 
A new transport scheme will be launched in our area thanks to 
funding of £10,000 provided by the AAP. The new scheme will be 
delivered by Supportive, a registered Charity which delivers door to 
door transport via volunteer drivers. The new scheme is available 
to older people, carers and people with minor disabilities to enable 
them to attend any health related appointment or social activity 
such as GP’s, hospitals, dentists, shopping, lunch clubs etc. A 
small charge depending on the number of miles travelled will be 
made for the transport. If you think this service will help your or a 
family member then please call Rose or Alan on 01740 658879. 
Sports Hub in Brandon to become a reality-  after securing 
£75,000 from Sport England and £40,000 from Cllrs Paul Taylor 
and John Turnbull’s Neighbourhood Budgets  the dream of   
creating a Sports Hub at Brandon Cricket Club ground will soon 
come true. With additional support from local businesses the 
£183,000 project is taking shape. The hub will provide a permanent 
building for Brandon Boxing Club and a new cricket practice area 
on the site. 
ERASE-ing child sexual exploitation 
Child Sexual Exploitation is child abuse. It can have a damaging 
and long lasting impact on children, as well as their families.  
A new local website has been launched as a source for help and  
information for children, parents and the wider community 
www.eraseabuse.org. Across County Durham partner agencies, 
such as Children’s Services, Police and Health all work together to 
erase child sexual exploitation (CSE). They do this through three 
strands of work: 
• Preventing CSE from happening 
• Protecting those who may be at risk 
• Pursuing those who may be offending against children 
Victims of sexual exploitation are often reluctant to report their 
abuse or do not recognise that they are being abused. This makes 
it important for all of us (professionals and the public) to be ‘eyes 
and ears’ in our communities, to identify children who may be at 
risk, as well as identifying those who may be offending or 
vulnerable locations where children may be at risk. Safeguarding is 
everyone’s responsibility. If you are concerned that a child is being 
abused call First Contact on 03000 26 79 79. 
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  Schools’ Art Competition 
 

The Parish Council has run a Schools’ Art Competition 
since 1989. Yet again our local  primary school children  
produced some amazing art work following the theme of  
‘Beautiful Durham’. Book tokens of £15, £10 and £5 for 1st, 
2nd and 3rd prizes in Nursery, Reception, Years 1 & 2, Years 
3 & 4 and Years 5 & 6 categories were provided by the  
Council. Local ward members  went into the schools to judge 
the paintings before bringing the winners from each category 
to the Council offices  to be judged by the Chairman of 
Durham County Council, Councillor Eddie Bell and his wife 
Jennifer on 5th July. The overall winners came along to the 
Parish meeting on 17th July with their proud parents to  
receive a trophy from the Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr 
Susan Nelson. Winners were Francesca Scott, Langley Moor 
Nursery, Baxter Hughes, Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Jaydan 
Kennick, St. Patrick’s, Emma Hindmarch, Langley Moor  
Primary and Rebecca Moyse, New Brancepeth Primary.  
Unfortunately Emma was unable to attend. 

 
 

(Left to right) 
Francesca & 

Baxter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jaydan &  
Rebecca 
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County Durham Talking Newspaper 
 
The Council has been a supporter  of the County Durham  
Talking Newspaper for many years and were pleased once again 
to make a donation to the charity in July.  The  charity relies  
heavily on donations and is run entirely by volunteers providing a 
life line for the blind and visually  
impaired in the community. Editors 
source news stories from local  
newspapers and interviews from  
people attending Durham Miners  
Gala is an annual tradition. If you feel 
you could help the Talking  
Newspaper  they are looking for  
people to assist with editing,  
recording technicians and an  
administrative assistant to help out on 
Mondays and/or Fridays. Please  
contact  0191 3789051 or email  
info@cdtn.org.uk. The Chairman of the Council Cllr. Susan  
Nelson, presented the cheque to Leita Prior at the Council's July 
meeting. 
 
Bearpark & Esh Colliery Band are looking to build on their  
success in last year’s National Championship Finals. The Band 
have once again been invited to represent the North East Region 
in the 3rd section of the Championships which will be held on 
18th September in Cheltenham. The Council was pleased to  
assist the  Band with a donation towards achieving their goal of 
taking part in the Championships and putting the villages of Esh 
Winning and Bearpark firmly on the map. As a result of their  
success the band will be promoted to the 2nd section in 2017.  
The younger members of the band are particularly excited to  
perform a second time at such a prestigious event and Members 
of the Council wish the  Band continuing success. 
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Around the Wards 
Brandon 
Poppy Cross to commemorate Battle of the Somme—
the final poppy cross was installed at Brandon Cricket Club 
on 1st July to mark the Battle of 
the Somme. The young people 
from Brandon Carrside Youth 
Club have made the  crosses as 
part of  an intergenerational pro-
ject  to commemorate the cen-
tenary of the First World War. 
Crosses have been installed at 
various locations throughout the 
Parish since December 2014.  Cllr 
John Grantham , Ian Barwick and Sid Stoker  from the  
British Legion were among those who attended (above) 
Commemorative seats to be installed - The Council is 
working in partnership with Carrside Youth & Community 
Project to install 6 seats in each of the Parish wards to mark 
the centenary of the First World War. The young people 
have been involved in the design of the seats which will be 
located at  Silver Courts Communal Hall, Brandon, Leesfield 
Drive, Meadowfield, Langley Moor High Street, outside New 
Brancepeth  W.M.C., at the Roundy at Ushaw Moor and 
outside Woodland Road Communal Hall at Esh Winning.  
Silver Courts Over 60’s—following a request from the 
group Silver Courts Over 60’s recently received a donation 
from Brandon Ward towards outings for its members. The 
Club has been running for many years through the  
dedication of its members and the Council were pleased to 
help out once again with funding. 
A weekly Tea Party  will be held at Brandon Community 
Hall every Wednesday between 2pm and 4pm. If you are 
over 55 why not go along to enjoy  music, games,  
activities, outings and much more. The event is organised 
by the Royal Voluntary Service who can be contacted on  
07436831140. 
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Langley Moor and Meadowfield 
 
St.John’s Church Hall in Meadowfield– On 21st April  
local residents came together to celebrate the 90th  
birthday of Queen Elizabeth II. The joint event, attended by 
over 100 people, was organised by the Royal British Legion 
Meadowfield branch,  
Brandon Carrside Youth 
and  Community Project 
and St Johns Hall. Mr Alan 
Smith, the Deputy  
Lieutenant of Durham, read 
out a letter from Prince 
Charles and the beacon 
was lit at 7.30p.m following  
singing of the national anthem. Refreshments were then 
provided and a raffle was held with the proceeds going  
towards the rebuild of St. John’s Hall Meadowfield. The 
beacon was funded by Durham City Homes grab a grant 
scheme.   
 
Fundraising still continues for the rebuild of St.John’s 
Hall with a big lunch, organised jointly with Carrside Youth 
& Community Project, being held in June to celebrate the 
Queen’s Birthday .Over 70 people from the community  
attended the event. The collection after the service on  
Sunday 3rd July to commemorate the Battle of the Somme 
raised £105 and a rock and roll night held on Friday 22nd 
July raised over £580. The latest grants to be pledged are 
£1,500 from the County Durham Foundation Trust,  £5,000 
from the Foyle Foundation and £22,000 from Banks  
Community Fund. £5,000 has been received from County 
Durham Foundation and over £12,000 has been raised by 
the community since the fire. The total raised so far is 
£490,000  and the target is £580,000. Anyone wishing to 
support Lesley Baxter with the fundraising can contact her 
on 07846542035. 
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Meadowfield British Legion held an event to  
commemorate the Battle of the Somme on Sunday 3rd July. 
The Chairman of the Council 
and her consort together 
with local Members and  
local residents attended a 
parade which marched 
down to St. John’s Church 
with a band and bagpiper.  
Following the service  
everyone went back to the 
Legion for a free afternoon including food, activities and 
face painting. The Queen’s birthday beacon was lit about 
2pm.  
The grand opening of  Holliday Park took place on 20th 

April with local school children  
enjoying the new equipment. The 
refurbishment was completed as 
part of a Masterplan for the park 
which began two years ago. 
Funding was secured from  
various sources including section 
106 monies, contributions from 
local County Councillors budgets 

and the SITA Trust. 

Esh Winning & Waterhouses  
Credit Union closes—unfortunately the collection point for 
the Credit Union at Esh Winning Library has now closed. 
For  further information please ring 033 00 553 666 and ask 
for the Durham Office.  
Village Hall for Esh Winning- Esh Winning Village  
Partnership formerly E W Residents Association are busy 
converting the former 'Starr's Bar' in Newhouse Road into a 
Community Space for the village. Part of the building will 
open shortly and will include a community cafe. The  
Partnership is looking for support, volunteers are urgently 
needed to help run the cafe and other facilities. You are  
invited to call in to see what is going on and maybe offer to 
help. 
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Ushaw Moor & Broompark 
The Silver Trees Sculpture  which will be located at the 
bottom of Whitehouse Lane will 
hopefully be in place by the end 
of September. Following  
consultation with the local 
schools and community earlier in 
the year a final design was 
agreed which will depict the local 
mining history of the area.  A permanent fixing for a  
Christmas tree will also be incorporated into the design so 
the local community  can join in festive events.   
 
Ushaw Moor Action Group held a Free Family Funday on 
Saturday 13th August (1-4pm) at The Hut in Ushaw Moor. 
The Parish Council were pleased to help the group fund the 
event and local retailers provided raffle prizes. The local  
community enjoyed the afternoon which included a BBQ, 
bouncy castle, sports and craft activities for kids, plant 
sales, mini indoor bowls and a tombola.  
 
Broompark Play Area has seen further improvement this 
year with the installation of a footpath and new picnic tables 
and floral display. Funding for the works was secured from 
the County Council’s ’Delivering Differently’ scheme. The 
area is a great asset for the community and local councillors 
are pleased to see the play area being enjoyed by children 
and their families once again. 

New Brancepeth 
New Brancepeth WMC Football Club was recently  
awarded a donation to assist with the payment of their pitch 
fees for 2016/17. Carl Wilkinson, secretary of the Club, 
thanked the Council for their support and said it would help 
the club to carry on playing and hopefully get more local 
people involved. The Club plays in the Durham and District 
Sunday league  maintaining its position in a very tough  
Division 1.  

Artist’s Impression 
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Recycle for County Durham -  Durham County Council 
would encourage people to like  ‘Recycle for County 
Durham’ Facebook page. The Council wants to raise  
awareness of waste and recycling in County Durham 
If you have any questions on the Recycle for County 
Durham Facebook page please get in touch with Strategic 
Waste Management at wasteaware@durham.gov.uk  
Fly Tipping is becoming an increasing problem in our area 
and all over the County.  There have been an increasing 
number of prosecutions for the illegal disposal of waste  
materials due partly to the presence of cameras which can 
often catch perpetrators in the act of fly tipping. The Council 
together with some of the other councils in the Mid Durham 
AAP area are hoping to purchase 2 cameras in the near  
future in attempt to reduce the amount of  fly tipping taking 
place. Local County Councillors will also be providing a 
further 2 cameras from their Members Initiative Funds. If you 
know of any ‘hot spots’ for fly tipping please let us know so 
we can target these areas.  Permits to dispose of waste  
legally are available from Durham County Council . 
Launch of New 105 Power Cut Number– on 6th  
September Northern Powergrid will be launching a new  
national number ‘105’ for customers to call should they need 
to report or get information about a power cut in their area.  
The service is free for people living in England, Scotland & 
Wales. Look out for more information in the local media. 
Durham County Council  are running special  offers at 
their leisure centres to coincide with the Olympics and  
Paralympics. As well as five free visits, which can be used 
for gym sessions, group exercise (GX) classes and  
swimming, the Council will give you a Thrive discount card 
(worth £5) and the opportunity to save money on annual 
memberships if you sign up during August or September. 
Plus, if you claim all five of your free visits you will be 
entered into a prize draw to win tickets for an event at the 
Gala Theatre, Durham. Visits must be taken between either 
the Olympic Games on Friday 5th to Thursday 21st August 
or the Paralympics from Wednesday 7th to Sunday 18th 
September. 
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Citizens Advice Bureau Outreach Sessions 

Brandon Community Hall  
11 am-12noon- second Thursday of month 

11 am-12noon- fourth Thursday 
Esh Winning Library 
2-3pm-first Thursday 

New Brancepeth Village Hall 
11am-12noon-first Thursday 

Former Sure Start, Silver Trees School Grounds, 
Ushaw Moor 

11am-12noon-third Thursday 
 

Credit Unions 
Every Wednesday 10a.m.-11a.m in Former Ushaw Moor 

Sure Start , Silver Trees School grounds 
 Every Wednesday 9.30a.m-10.30a.m. St. Andrew’s 

Church, Brandon 
 ‘Dog Pooh ‘ bags available free from the Parish  

Council offices and various locations in the Parish 
 

Clerk to the Council:  Mrs Susan Carmedy 
 Administrative Assistant : Mrs Susan Howe 

6 Goatbeck Terrace 
Langley Moor 

Co Durham 
DH7 8JJ 

Office Hours Monday-Friday 9.30am to 11.30am 
Tel: 0191 3789947 
Fax: 0191 3784076 

Email:  
info@brandonandbyshottlesparishcouncil.gov.uk 
www.brandonandbyshottlesparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
Chairman:  Councillor  Mrs Susan Nelson 

This newsletter is also available to view on the council’s website. 

 


